




DATES TO NOTE: 


KEXEEHKERKEHEH 
April 24 SATURDAY 
April 25 SUNDAY 
April 26 MONDAY 
May’ 4 TUESDAY 
May 9 SUNDAY 
May 11 TUESDAY 
May 14 FRIDAY 
May . 16. SUNDAY 
May 22 SATURDAY 
May 23 SUNDAY 
May 29 SATURDAY 
June 19 SATURDAY 


LE-HI-HO...Newsletter 


The Lehigh Valley Homophile Organization 
PO. Box 1003, Moravian Station 
Bethlehem, Pa. 


18018 


APRIL 19/6 


Dignity Meeting, Friends Meeting House, 
Harrisburg, Pa. (7708: P.M.). 


bth 6 Herr Sts. . 


LE-HI-HO General Meeting; speaker: Elaine Lafferty (tentative) 
of the New York Mattachine Society, The Unitarian Church of 

the Lehigh Valley, 701 Lechauwecki Ave. (Fountain Hill Section) 
Bethlehem, Pa. (2:00 P.M.) 


. Gays United Lancaster Peaeceadisattenal Meeting), 3002 Marietta 


Ave., Lancaster, Pa.. (6:00 to 10:00 P.M.) 

Lehigh Valley Chapter of NOW (National Organization for Women), 
program on Lesbian Rights and Feminism. Community Room of the 
lst National Bank, 7th & Hamilton Sts. Allentown, Pa., Admission 


FRESE. (7:45 P.M.) 

LE-HI-HO Special Board of Directors Meeting, Bethlehem,(7:00 PM) 
G.C.S. READING Theater Party at the Genesius. Show 1776, tickets 
$3.50, Call Jan Sweat (215-373-3643) for reservations. 


LE-HI-HO Board of Directors Meeting (place and time to be announ- 
ced. ) | 


E.R.A. Freedom Train, for information contact: Jeanne Koelle 


at (215-434-7807). 
ANNUAL READING PICNIC --- Afternoon 


Gays United Lancaster, Garage Sale, 3002 Marietta Ave. 


Pa.” Atte rnoon. 


Lancaster, 


LE-HI-HO " HAYFEST '' Wine and Cheese Party, The Unitarian Church 
of the Lehigh Valley, 701 Lechauwecki Ave., Fountain Hill Section 
Bethlehem, Pa. (2:00 P.M.) 

LE-HI-HO — BUS TRIP TO NEW YORK CLTY 


LE-HI-HO - BUS TRIP TO PHILADELPHIA 


HEHEHE EHTS ET 











- SAVES DERI: WAS HE, OR WASN’T HE ? 
BY KEN BURKE 


How does one analyze and define another human being's sexualit 
without bias. None of us can; whether homosexual, heterosexual, or 
bisexual, we have undergone society's conditioning; and even some- 
one of an asexual disposition has their prejudices. 

I can recall in my early teens, seeing a stimulating theatre 
billboard advertising James Dean's third picture “Grant (E957) sas 
I could do is think "wow" as I felt the desire surge. With that 
memory, and having seen all three of his pictures plus a number of 
his television performances I can truthfully write " I want to. be-— 
lieve James Dean was gay ! " So, rather than opionize, I will in- 
stead do a reporting of facts, and let you arrive at whatever con- 
Clusion you feel is most appropriate. 

James Byron Dean (1931 - 1955) was infinitely more than just a rebellious Indiana farn- 
boy who 'happened"' into movies. He worked hard and long to perfect an acting ability that 
could best be termed brilliant. Although acting was his forte, he was a renaissance man in 
his interests, and pursuits. A painter of considerable talent, he enjoyed doing portraits 
in an impressionistic style (one of his canvases was acquired by the Museum of Modern Art ii 
New York---before he became a star); he always drew enthusiastic applause when he gave im- 
promptu poetry readings; even better than reading poetry, he enjoyed writing it. Jimmy 
Scribbled this poem to an anonymous lover on the eee Of @ gift book: 

Sight is bent to lick | 3 
your heart; 
A liquid mouth dilutes 
my thought. 
Souls knit a nebulea mat 
We live here in every world 
Secret loft in azure habitat. 
Another talent of Jimmy" Ss which quickly developed during the filming of "Rebel Without A 
Cause" was his directing ability. Director Nicholas Ray took the credit, but he gave Jimmy 
a free hand in directing a major portion of the film. Apparently Ray quickly recognized 
Jimmy's talents. 

James Dean preferred to keep his sexual Sige rather hidden, except of course for the 
expected staged dates with Hollywood starlets. He did have an occasional girl friend, but 
perhaps that was a front dictated by the temper of the times. Remember, this was the early 
90's of Joseph Mc Carthy and witch hunts for commie pinko fags. People of prominence had t 
be careful, both politicians and movie stars. His High School teachers tell us that, at a 
time when other boys could'nt do enough dating, Jimmy never went out with girls. 

Once in New York, his current girl friend at the time barged in on him one morning and 
was horrified to find him in bed with a man. And, in Hollywood it was reported that at a 
party he had picked up a transvestite named Dick Devine and retired to the upstairs bedroom 
Such incidents started rumors flying. Jimmy's own answer to someone who finally asked him 
if he were gay was, "Well, I'm certainly not going through life with one hand tied behind m 
back.'" At the very least, in Hollywood, Jimmy was collecting experience and would'nt be pr 
vented from trying anything. As put by author David Dalton in James Dean: The Mutant King 
"He felt that he was both prey to his latent homosexuality and attracted to it." He wrote, 
with his usual ironic tone to a friend:"I'm staying in a guy's apartment while he flies to 
London. No dear.....by airplane ! He's a TWA purser not a vampire. At least not a full- 
fledged one. That's why I have to leave tomorrow. He's coming back. I'm sure he consider 
me a Victim, I:dd'not wish to move. to ---~- 's apartment now. He has been staying here wit 


me. He also considers me a victim. I refuse to be sucked into things of that nature. (pun) 








mead, U 


JAMES DEAN: WAS HE OR WAS'NT HE ontinucd) 

It is a sophisticated fact that while living in New York, Jimmy had a number of homo- 
sexual roomates, and it has been insinuated that he even got some of his early parts thru 
these connections, in television and on Broadway. Despite this, one of his former room- 
mates, Bill Bast, who has become a minor celebrity himself (in television writing) and 
wrote the recent television special "James Dean: Portrait of a Friend", proclaims "Jimmy 
was a dabbler, he was learning through experiment...... .-but to say he was gay ? That's 
ridiculous." 

I've read the evidence, in the four books I've listed below, and I've pondered for 
hours. I cannot say with any certainty if James Dean was gay, and without some certain- 
ty I will not say. But, I do know which way I lean! Regardless of his preferences, with 
his talent he propelled himself into becoming one of the most godlike personalities of our 
time. James Byron Dean, artist. 

1. Farewell My Slightly Tarnished Hero, by Ed Corley 
2. ‘The Immortal, by Walter Ross 
3. James Dean: A Short Life, by Venable Herndon 


4. James Dean: The Mutant K King, by David Dalton 


THE LIBRARY SPOTLIGHT: By Rick BALMER 


As a logical and welcome sequel to their essay collection Gaeven phe closets’ Voices 
of Gay Liberation, Karla Jay and Allen Young have contributed to and edited a new antho- 
logy titled After You're Out: Personal Experiences of Gay Men and Lesbian Women, which 
deals with the realities of being out of the closet and living as a gay person in today's 
society. Men and women writers contribute equally, offering their experiences, stimula- 
ting thoughts and practical advice. Section One (Identity and Lifestyles) offers essays 
on relationships, monogomy, bisexuality and role playing. Section Two (Survival in a Hos- 
tile World) treats coming out at work, the situations of lesbian prostitutes and male hust 
lers, gay parents, gay prisoners, and the law as applied to lesbians and gay couples. Per 
haps the most valuable essay in the book is Jeanne Cordova's on how to come out with one's 
parents; from my own experience I fully endorse her method. The last section deals with 
the problems of gay community, particularly those of gay men and women working together, 
and includes the topics of aging, racism, gay history and journalism, health care and alco 
hol abuse. Packed with marvelously valuable material, much of which is new or at least 
fresh in perspective, this book is highly recommended. 


POPE DENIES HOMOSEXUALITY ACCUSATIONS: (ConpENSED ERom AP Vatican Crty) 


Pope Paul VI declared Sunday (4.4.76) that accusations that he is a homosexual are 
"horrible and slanderous insinuations." The charges were made by French author Roger Pey- 
refitte, a self proclaimed homosexual, in a 3,000-word article printed by the Italian ma- 
gazine (weekly) "Tempo". Police have seized "Tempo" in Florence on orders from a state 
attorney, and a suit has been filed against the editor on grounds he abused the honor of 
the Pope as the head of a foreign state, a crime in Italy. Under the 1929 concordat be- 
tween Italy and the Holy See, the Pope and Roman Catholicism are granted special protec- 
tion against libel and calumny. In his article, originally written for a French sex maga- 
zine, Peyrefitte wrote:" I said in my last book with all due respect to a pope, especially 
a living one, that he was a homosexual. It is well known that Paul had as a boy friend a 
movie actor whose name I am not going to mention, but whom I recall very well." Special 
prayers were said for the Pope in all Italian Roman Catholic Churches and parish priests 
delivered sermons to defend the Pope against Peyrefitte's allegations. 


WHERE THEY STAND (conDENSED FROM NGIF Action Report) 


President Gerald Ford has just made a statement on gay rights, but as reported in 
Chicago Gay Life, "Political observers in the gay community were left with only one quest- 
ion, What did he say??'" Responding to a question posed at Bradley University, Ford said: 

"T recognize that this is a very new and serious problem in our society. (Ctd. next page) 





WHERE THEY STAND (Continued) | 

'" I have always tried to be an understanding person as far as people are concerned who 
different than myself." He further stated that the problem is one that needs to be fac 
but, ' I just would be dishonest to say there is a pat answer under these very difficul 
circumstances." Interestingly enough, at least one straight newspaper saw this as a de 
itive support statement. The Long Island Press reported their story under the heading, 
"FORD SUPPORTS RIGHTS FOR GAYS." 


POETRY: DREAM WOMAN BY PauL TRAPP -- ALTERNATIVE To ALIENATION - ToronTo Gay NEWSPAPE 


- FLYING ON THE WINGS OF THE NIGHT THE MOON IN TENDER RADIANCE 
CASTS HER REFLECTION TO THE KARTH SWEET MOON BEAMS STREAMS OF SILVER — 


TO THE MEADOW AND THE GLADE AND TO THE WATERS WHICH WHEN TOUCHED, 
LIGHT AS A FEATHER BY HER COOL CARRESS 

TWINKLE BACK DELIGHTED FOR HER COMPANY. 

EMOTIONS HERE ON EARTH ARE HERS TO PUSH AND PULL 

WE AREN'T ISLANDS, WE ARE OCEANS. 

"LOOK AT THE MOON THROUGH YOUR LEGS" MY FATHER SAID --- I DID 
AND TUMBLING ON MY HEAD --- BELLY LAUGHING --- EYES CAPTIVE TO HER BEAUTY 
I SAID A YOUNG CHILD'S AWED HELLO --- WHICH, THOUGH SILENT, 

ECHOED THROUGH ME DEEPLY --- AND ECHOES THROUGH ME STILL. 


SUPREME COURT DECISION: By Bop STEELMAN 


On March 29th the Supreme Court of the United States upheld the constitu 
ional right of states to arrest, prosecute and imprison citizens for en-= 
gaging in consensual homosexual acts, even in the privacy of the home, 
did so by affirming a e2-to-1 ruling of a lower Federal Court that had re 
cted a challenge by two anonymous men, who had not been charged with any 
offenses, to the Virginia sodomy laws. The 6-to-3 decision was made wit 
out hearing oral arguments, and without issuing an opinion on the merits 
and reasoning of the lower court decision, Justices Brennan, Marshall, 
Stevens voted against deciding the matter witnout a hearing. At the sam 
time the Court declined to review a North Carolina case in which a man h 
been sentenced to a one-year term in prison for engaging in an oral sex 
with a 17-year old male who had been sent by the police to entice the ma 
into performing the act. 

In issuing its decision, upheld by the Supreme Court, the lower court ha 
said last fall that sodomy laws did not infringe upon the privacy and sa 
tity of the home, because “homosexuality is obviously no portion of the 
home." That ruling came in response to arguments that sodomy laws viola 
the right to privacy guaranteed by the Fourth Amendment, which reads: "T 
rights of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and 
effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violat 
a ee ee The Supreme Court recently said that right of privacy exten 
ed only to fundamental” areas of human relationships, which it defined 
those relating to "marriage, procreation, contraception, family relatior 
ships and child rearing and education." This implies no other- relation- 
ships are fundamental to human life. In the lower court ruling, it was 
found that sodomy laws constitute neither "cruel and unusual punishment" 
(prohibited by the Eighth Amendment), violation of "freedom of speech" ({ 
aranteed by the First Amendment), nor an infringement upon any other prc 
tections afforded by the Bill of Rights, Among the arguments presented 
the lower court by the state of Virginia and by Shat court: in its decisi 
upholding laws forbidding "crimes against nature" were (1) such laws en- 
courage heterosexual marriage, (2) homosexual conduct contributes to mor 
delinquency, | (3) the Bible prohibits homosexuality. The Supreme Court ¢ 
cision in noe way affects current laws, but may have the effect of slowir 
_down the state-by-state repeal of sodomy laws. (Continued next page) 


SUPREME COURT DECISION (Continued) 


Since 1961, 1h states have passed repeal measures: Arkansas, California, Co- 
lorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, New Mexico, North Da- 
kota, Onio, Oregon, South Dakota, and Washington, lowa appears on the verge 
of following suit. State Supreme Courts in Massachusetts and New Jersey have 
ruled that private sexual conduct between consenting adults is not illegal. 
The shock of the ruling will probably mobilize gay activists into more vigo- 
rous attempts to have sodomy laws repealed in those states that still have 
them, Also, further court tests may challenge sodomy laws on the grounds the 
they establish a religion or that they violate the principle of equal protec- 
tion. However these are believed to be weaker approaches than that taken in 
the Virginia case, Several Prominent lawvers and the American Civil Libertie 
Union are currently working on over 100 cases in defense of gay rights, in ar 
effort to remove the "aura of criminality"created around homosexuals by sodo- 
my laws. This "aura" is often used as justification for acts of discrimina- 
tion against gays. While the Supreme Court Decision seems to put the matter 
into the hands of the state legislatures, Pennsylvania legislators have been 
telling gay lobbyists to take their grievances to court, where they are sure 
to be favorably decided, 
Stanford law professor. and constitutional scholar Gerald Gunther called the 
manner in which the Supreme Court reached its decision "irresponsible" and 
"lawless", He and others believe that such decisions tend to support the accu- 
sation that the justices act on their own prejudices or from outside pressure 
rather than on any constitutional theory or principle. For example, the 
"right to privacy"concept upon which the Court upheld the legality of contra- 
ceptives, abortion, and possession of pornography in one's home, is the same 
one which it denied had any bearing on the sodomy case, 
Several well-known columnists, such as Tom Wicker, Russell Baker, and Anthony 
Lewis, have expressed confusion and disappointment with the decision, Edi- 
torials in The New York Times, The Washington Post, and The Philadelphia In- 
quirer deplored the ruling and urged ending “unwarranted governmental intru- 
sion into an individuals decision on private matters of intimate concern,” 


ANY SINGLE PARENT HOME IS NOT A GOOD HOVE: CONTRIBUTED BY JEANNE KOELLE 


On Dec. 23, 1975, Mary Jo Risher lost custody of her 9-year old adopted son Richard, 
after a jury of 10 men and 2 wamen ruled the child should be removed from a good hame toa 
| better home because a single parent dwelling was not adequate. The father, who has remar- 
ried was to assume custody. The Rishers had been divorced since 1971; wife-beating was one 
of the reasons as their older son had testified earlier. Because of pervasive hamophobia in 
our society, Mary Jo's lesbianism became the central issue in the case, not if she was a 
proper and loving mother. This constitutes a flagrant denial of equal justice under the law 

Mary Jo, 38, is a nurse, a past chaplain of the order of Eastern Star, past president 
of Dallas County Council of Parent-Teacher Association, a member of Dallas NOW and Daughters 
of Billitis, a lesbian-feminist organization. She has lived for two years with her lover 
Ann Foreman, Ann's ll-year old daughter Judie Ann and her own son Richard. -When Jinmy tur- 
ned 16 he asked Mary Jo for a car, but being a woman in a service occupation, she could not 
provide the car on demand. So Jinmy turned to his daddy for the car and the facts of his 
mother's sexuality arose. The father swore he'd tell the world what she was, and proceeded 
to take the child custody case to court. It was the first juried trial of this kind. Psy- 
chologists testified again and again that Richard was stable and happy living with his moth- 
er. Richard's wish to remain with his mother was'nt even considered. Jimmy, however, tes- 
tified against his mother and preferred his brother to live with their father. 

Mary Jo is now paying child support and appealing the decision. The NOW National Bo- 
ard and PA State Board have both passed resolutions in Support of Mary JO. They are as- 
king each chapter to implement and pass similar resolutions of support. We call upon all 


LE-HI-HO members to be dedicated with us to the concept of justice. 
arena ene erage esi ne aero yea Teepe mene IMT OR YE omIIIER BTA TEPER ENTIRE TN 





EDITORIAL: BY HELMUTH Js BAERIALD » oases 
Hays IN WHICH TO DESTROY THe Gay MoveMENT: (reprinted in part from GAY ERA-April 1976 issue) 


i. ‘Describe gaiy Finke: as the most radical form of social change to the point where 
nothing else will do. 

2. Maintain that gay is always better than ae ee 

3. Choose the worst anti-gay stereotypes as speakers for the movement. 

4. Tell people that anyone helping the movement must have same psychological hang-up. 

5. If a celebrity comes out in favor of gay rights, spread the rumor that he himself. 
is also gay. . 

6. Never ask a straight person for help or for money when raising funds. 

7. Put gay men and women against one another by arguing that they are so different 

and true understanding can never come about. 

8. Advocate illegal drugs in connection with homosexuality thereby a tistid the move- 

| ment for drug law reform with sex law reform. 

9. Take up a lot of time at meetings discussing the rights of women, Blacks, Tealiare, 
Jews and all other oppressed minorities. Leave the matter of gay rights to such 
groups as the Italian-American Civil Rights League. 

10. Use the term "fag-hag" to describe all wamen who befriend gay men. 

ll. Encourage people to interrupt and be rude and discourteous. When the chairperson 
tell that person that he/she is out of order, tell the chairperson that he/she is 
being oppressive ‘ 

12. Argue that in a true democracy, the most inept and least interested passersby have 
equal rights with the most dedicated and hardworking. 


In one way or another we all have been guilty of infractions against the above; I'm 
sure there are hundreds of ways in addition to the one's listed, and even if I have brought 
out a negative aspect here, the resulting reform (hopefully) will be positive. Our aware- 
ness as to our faults and transgressions (which to most of us seem not to be harmful) is the 
key to continuing the movement; making the movement grow and prosper. Those of us not actively 
involved can contribute to the movement in first not adhering to the above and second by ma- 
king others AWARE in their own subtle little ways; those of us actively participating in the 
movement must become more AWARE of our responsibilities in respect to our words and actions; 
we have the means of turning people on to the movement, but also the unfortunate capability 
to turning them off. We are in this, whether we like it or not, and we hold the key to the 
movement's success or failure ---- TOGETHER. 





MORE POETRY: By Tom FIELD -- ALTERNATIVE To ALIENATION - TORONTO GAY NEWSPAPER 
SH IESE IEE KH IK 


oes hy Ll. BEAUTIFUL YOUNG ENERGETIC 2. I growl at him tn jest 
| ROSY CHEEKS | He growls back 
BRIGHT SPARKLING BYES I chase and cateh him 
FEELING - SPONTANEOUS - ALIVE He squeals deltght 
ee ee I touch him phystcatly, emottonatl ly 
| | He responds 
3. He loves to sleep wrth me 
Sometimes I fondle him 4, He vistts often, stays over at ntght 
We always hug | Hts mother loves htm and loves me 
Ktss goodnight loving htm. 


THE BonrD oF Directors oF LE-HI-HO EXTEND TO ALL OF YOU GOOD WISHES FoR A Happy EasTER — 








